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District 10 - For the Formal Record - House Urban Policy Committee - HB 4050 - Is the Wrong
Idea
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From:  "Helen Foster" <hf@c-w-w.org>

To: "Hon. Representative Burton Leland " <gabeleland@house.mi.gov>,
<bcook@house.mi.gov>, <DavidNathan@house.mi.gov>, <VickiBarnett@house.mi.gov>,
<KateSegal@house.mi.gov>, <WoodrowStanley@house.mi.gov>,
<JimmyWomack@house.mi.gov>, <PaulScott@house.mi.gov>,
<goefthansen@house.mi.gov>, <kimmeltzer@house.mi.gov>,
<phillippavlov@house.mi.gov>

Date: 9/22/2009 12:36 PM

Subject: For the Formal Record - House Urban Policy Committee - HB 4050 - Is the Wrong Idea

CC: "Honorable Representative Bob Constan" <bobconstan@house.mi.gov>, "Honorable
Representative Gino Polidori" <ginopolidori@house.mi.gov>, "Honorable Representative
Marc Corriveau" <marccorriveau@house.michigan.gov>, "Honorable Representative Richard
LeBlanc" <richardleblanc@house.mi.gov>, "Honorable Speaker Andy Dillon"
<andydillon@house.mi.gov>, "The Honorable Representative Deb Kennedy"
<DebKennedy@house.mi.gov>, "The Honorable Representative Douglas Geiss"
<DouglasGeiss@house.mi.gov>, "The Honorable Representative Hugh Crawford"
<HughCrawford@house.mi.gov>, "The Honorable Representative John Walsh"
<JohnWalsh@house.mi.gov>, "The Honorable Reprsentative Dian Slavens"
<DianSlavens@house.mi.gov>, "Honorable Senator Glenn Anderson”
<SenGAnderson@senate.michigan.gov>, "Honorable Senator Irma Clark-Coleman"
<SenlClark-Coleman@senate.michigan.gov>, "Honorable Senator Nancy Cassis"
<SenNCassis@senate.michigan.gov>, "Honorable Senator Ray Basham"
<SenRBasham@senate.michigan.gov>, "Honorable Senator Tupac Hunter"
<SenTAHunter@senate.michigan.gov>, "The Honorable Senator Bruce Patterson"
<SenBPatterson@senate.michigan.gov>, "The Honorable Senator Michael Bishop"
<SenMBishop@senate.michigan.gov>

Please place on the Formal Record of the

House Urban Policy Committee

Comments from CWW Mayors and Supervisors
Regarding HB 4050

Conference of Western Wayne
39293 Plymouth Road

Suite 101

Livonia, Ml 48150

cww
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Serving 700,000 Michigan Residents

CWW Represents:
Cities: Belleville, Dearborn, Dearborn Heights, Garden City,
Inkster, Livonia, Northville, Plymouth, Romulus,
Wayne and Westland
Townships: Canton, Huron, Northville, Plymouth, Redford,
Sumpter and Van Buren

Re: HB 4050 — water/utility bills on delinquent roll

Honorable Chairman Leland, Members of the House Urban Policy Committee,
CWW Area Representatives and Senators:

Thank you for all the occasions when you have supported local control. These comments are about
one of those critical local matters. In light of the $3 Billion loss in revenue sharing suffered over the last
few years, we must comment on HB 4050. We cannot afford to lose one more dime or one more
tool that generates funding for local public services.

To begin though, please let me reintroduce you to the Conference of Western Wayne (CWW). The
CWW region provides public service to more than 700,000 Michigan citizens. This area also hosts
some of the most vital business and industries in the state. As a matter of fact, several members of the
Urban Policy Committee have themselves served at the local level. Our Board of Directors consists of
the CWW region’s 18 Chief Elected Officials. They are a Board that works in unity and with a collective
voice. We believe you consider the CWW region a significant constituency and one that
communicates effectively with area citizens.

In partnership with you and other officials, we have instituted many programs to avoid foreclosures in
our cities and townships. We applaud efforts that assist us in that objective but HB 4050 is the wrong
idea. If we lose the ability to collect utility bills on the tax roll it has the potential to make matters worse
for your constituents. No local official wants to see a utility shut off. Please do not undermine a long-
standing and effective tool that would generally be eliminated under the terms of this bill. Oppose
and abolish the idea of added financial burdens on your local governments. Do not let HB 4050
move forward. We urge you to reevaluate the consequences and costs of enacting this bill.

By a unanimous vote, our Mayors and Supervisors express their opposition to HB 4050. We look
forward to reporting on your vote as you consider this bill and consider its overall negative impact.

The CWW Board of Directors is listed below, but should you have any questions or comments, | would
be happy to hear from you.

Sincerely,

Helen Foster

Conference of Western Wayne
Deputy Executive Director
734.953.8834 or hf@c-w-w.org

Mayor William Wild, City of Westland, Chair

Mayor Al Haidous, City of Wayne, Vice Chair

Supervisor Richard Reaume, Plymouth Township, Secretary
Supervisor Mark Abbo, Northville Charter Township, Treasurer
Mayor Jack Kirksey, City of Livonia, Chair Emeritus
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Mayor Richard Smith, City of Belleville

Supervisor Phil LaJoy, Canton Charter Township

Mayor Jack O'Reilly, City of Dearborn

Mayor Daniel Paletko, City of Dearborn Heights

Mayor Jim Plakas, City of Garden City

Councilman Charles Wasczenski, City of Garden City
Supervisor Elke Doom, Huron Charter Township

Mayor Hilliard Hampton, City of Inkster

Mayor Christopher Johnson, City of Northville

Mayor Phil Pursell, City of Plymouth

Commissioner Stella Greene, City of Plymouth

Supervisor Tracey Schuitz Kobylarz, Redford Charter Township
Mayor Alan Lambert, City of Romulus

Supervisor John Vawters, Sumpter Township

Supervisor Paul White, Van Buren Charter Township
Treasurer Richard Henningsen, Northville Charter Township
Director Tim Keyes, City of Romulus
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